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The fhining quality of an epick hero, his magnanimity, hi$ 
conftancy, his patience, his piety, or whatever charafterijlical 
virtue his poet gives him, raifes our admiration. Dry den. 

CharacteRi'sticaLness. n.f. [from charafterijlical.] The 
quality of being peculiar to a charadler. 

Characteri'stick. n.f That which conftitutcs the charac- 
ter ; that which diftinguiAies any thing or perfon from others. 

I Aiall here endeavour to Aiew, how this vaft invention ex- 
erts itfelf, in a manner fuperiour to that of any poet, as it is 
the great and peculiar charafterifick which diftinguiAies him 
from all others. Pope's EJJ'ay on Homer. 

Characteristic of a Logarithm . The fame with the index 
or exponent. 

To Characterize, v. a. [from charaftcr.] 

1. To give a charadter or an account of the perfonal qualities of 
any man. 

It is fome commendation, that we have avoided publickly to 
charafterize any perfon, without long experience. Swift. 

2. To engrave, or imprint. 

They may be called anticipations, prenotions, or fentiments 
charafterized and engraven in the foul, born with it, and grow- 
ing up with it. Hale’s Origin of Mankind. 

3. To mark with a particular ftamp or token. 

There are faces not only individual, butgentilitious and na- 
tional; European, Afiatick, Chinefe, African, and Grecian 
faces are charafterized. Arbuthnot on Air. 

ChaRacterless. adj. [from charaftcr .] Without a character. 
When water drops have worn the ftones of Troy, 

And blind oblivion fwallowed cities up, 

And mighty ftates charaftcrlefs are grated, 

To dufty nothing. Shakefp. Troilus aud Creffida. 

Ch aRactery. n.f. [from char after.} Imprefiion; mark; dif- 
tindtion. 

Fairies ufe flowers for their charaftery. 

Shakefp. Merry Wives of JVindfor. 

All my engagements I will conftrue to thee. 

All the charaftery of my fad brows. Shakefp. Julius Cafar . 
ChaRcoal. n.f [imagined by Skinner to be derived from char, 
bufinefs ; but, by Mr. Lye , from to chark , to burn.] Coal made 
by burning wood under turf. It is ufed in preparing metals. 

Seacoal°lafts longer than charcoal ; and charcoal of roots, be- 
ing coaled into great pieces, lafts longer than ordinary char - 
coa l Bacon’s Natural H ijlory , N° 7 7 9 . 

Love is a fire that burns and fparkles. 

In men as nat’rally as in charcoals , 

Which footy chymifts ftop in holes, 

When out of wood they extradf coals. Hudibras. 

Is there, who, lock’d from ink and paper, fcrawls 
With defp’rate charcoal round his darken’d walls ? Pope. 
Chard, n.f. [ciarde, Fr.] 

1. Chords of artichokes are the leaves of fair artichoke plants, 

tied and wrapped up all over but the top, in ftiaw, during the 
autumn and winter; this makes them grow white, and lofe 
fome of their bitternefs. Chambers. 

2. Chords of beet, are plants of white beet tranfplanted, produc- 
ing o-reat tops, which, in the midft, have a large white, thick, 

downy, and cotton-like main Aioot, which is the true chard. 

J Mortimer. 

To CHARGE, v. a. [ charger , Fr. caricare , Ital. from carries, 

Lat.l 

I . To entruft ; to commiflion for a certain purpofe. It has with 

before the thing entrufted. , , 

And the captain of the guard charged Jofeph with them, and 

hefcrvedthem. , T , , G *f s ’ x 1 

What you have charged me with, that I ha^do ^ ^ 
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job, iv. 18. 
Numb. v. ig. 


To impute as a debt, with on before the debtor. 

My father’s, mother’s, brother’s death, I pardon . 

That’s fomewhat Cure ; a mighty fum of murder, 

Of innocent and kindred blood ftruck oft, 

My prayers and penance Aiall difeount for thefe, 

And beo- of heav’n to charge the bill on me. Dryden. 

It is not barely the ploughman’s pains, the reaper s an 
threflier’s toil, and the baker’s fweat, is to be counted into the 
bread we eat ; the plough, mill, oven or any other uttufib, 
muft all be charged on the account of labour. f 

3. To impute ; with on before the perfon to whom any thing is 

im SrlTlA h k P ^gence oftoe!" Dryden. 

iTeafy to account for'the difficulties he charges on the^pen- 

Patet Perverfe mankind ! whofc wills, created free. 

Charge all their woes on abfolute decree ; 

All to the dooming gods their guilt tranflate, 

And follies are miicali’d the crimes of fate. ” , 

We charge that upon neceflity, which was 

. Tolmpofe as a talk. It has with before the thing impofed 
+ ' The golpcl chargeth us with piety towards God, ^ J“ence 
and chanty to men, and temperance and chaftity 

to ourfelves. 
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5. Toaccufe; to cenfure. 

Speaking tlius to you, I am fo far from charging you as yuilty 
in this matter, that I can fincerely fay, I believe die exhorta- 
tion wholly needlefs. _ Wake’s Preparation for Death . 

6. I o accufe. It has with before the crime. 

And his angels he charged with folly. 

7. To challenge. 

The prieft Aiall charge her by ad oath. 

Thou canft not, cardinal, devife a name 
So flight, unworthy, and ridiculous, 

T o charge me to an anfwer as thG pope. Shakejp. I{. John. 

8. To command. 

I may not fufFer you to vifit them ; 
ft he king hath ftridtly charg’d the contrary. Shakefp. R. IJI. 
Why doft thou turn thy face ? I charge tliee, anfwer 
To what I Aiall enquire. Dryden and Lee’s OEclipus. 

I charge thee, Aand, 

And tell thy name and bufinefs in the land. Dryden. 

9. To fall upon ; to attack; to make an onfet. 

With his prepared fword he charges home 
My unprovided body, lanc’d my arm. Shakefp. King Lear. 

The Grecians rally, and their pow’rs unite ; 

With fury charge us, and renew the fight. Dryden. 

Like your heroes of antiquity, lie charges in iron, and feems 
to defpife all ornament, but intrinfick merit. Granville. 

10. To burden; to load. 

Here’s the fniell of blood Aill ; all the perfumes of Arabia 

will not fweeten this little hand. Oh! oh! oh! What a 

figh is there ? the heart is forelv charged. Shakefp. Macbeth. 
When often urg’d, unwilling to be great, 

Your country calls you from your lov’d retreat, 

And fends to fenates, charg’d with common care, 

Which none more fhuns, and none can better bear. Dryden. 
Like meat fwallowed down for pleafure and greedinefs, 
which only charges theftomach, or fumes into the brain. 

C 1 cmple. 

A fault in the ordinary method of education, is the charging 
of childrens memories with rules and precepts. Locke. 

11. To fill. 

It is pity the obelifks in Rome had not been charged with fe- 
veral parts of the Egyptian hiftories, inftead of hieroglyphicks. 

Addijon on Italy. 

12. To load a gun with powder and bullets. 

Charge, n.f [from the verb.] 

1. Care; truft ; cuftody. 

One of the Turks laid down letters upon a fione, faying, 
that in them was contained that they had in charge. 

Knolles’s Hijl. of the Turks. 

A hard divifion, when the harmlefs Iheep 
Muft leave their lambs to hungry wolves in charge. Fairfax. 
He enquired many things, as well concerning the princes 
which had the charge of the city, whether they were in hope to 
defend the fame. Knolles’s ILiJlory of the Turks. 

2. Precept; mandate; command. 

Saul might even lawfully have offered to God thofe referved 
fpoils, had not the Lord, in that particular cafe, given fpecial 
charge to the contrary. Hooker , b. v. § 17. 

It is not for nothing, that St. Paul giveth charge to beware of 
philofophy ; that is to fay, fuch knowledge as men by natural 
reafon attain unto. Hooker , b. iii. § 8. 

The leaders having charge from you to ftand, ^ 

Will not go off untifthey hear you fpeak. Shakefp. H. l\ > 

He, who requires 
From us no other fervice than to keep 
This one, this eafy charge , of all the trees 
In paradife, that bear delicious fruit 

So various, not to tafte that only tiee . 

Of knowledge, planted by the tree of life. P ar. Lojl , b. iv. 

3. Commiflion ; truft conferred ; office. , 

If lar^e poffeflions, pompous titles, honourable -charges, and 

profitable commifiions, could have made this proud man happv, 

there would have been nothing wanting to his cftabWRneiit. 

LEf range. 

Go firft the mafter of thy herds to find 
True to his charge a loyal Twain and kind. . . ^ pj 

4. It had anciently foinetimes over before the thing committed t 

trU f gave my brother charge over Jerufalem ; for he was a ffuth- 
1 .Ja rpd God above manv. Nchemiab, vii. 2. 


ful man, and feared God above many, 
c. It has of before the fubjed of command or truft. 

Haft thou eaten of the tree. 

Whereof I gave thee charge thou fhould’il not eat : 

J Milton' s Paradife Loft, h. x. 1 . 1 2 ■ • 

6. It has upon before the perfon charged. f 

He loves God with all his heart, that is, with that de»ee j 
love, which is the higheft point of our duty, ami o f G«l 
charge upon us. _ ^ aylor t Rule of Lu ng til*) 

7. Accufation ; imputation. . 

We need not lay new matter to his charge : 

What vou have feen him do, and heard him {peak. 

Beating your officers, curling yourfclvcs 

Thefe very men are continually reproaching the el ^ 

3 
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layinff to their charge the pride, the avarice, the luxury, the ig- 
JraiTce, and fuperftition of popifo times. Swtp. 

' perfon or thing entrufted to care or management. 

Why haft thou, Satan, broke the bounds preicrib d 
„ A A nfnrrpffinm. and difturb’d the charge 
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Vhe perfon or thing entrufted to care* or management. 

W hy haft 1 1 ^^ 

To thv tranfgreffions, and difturb'd the charge _ 

Of others ? Milton’s Paradife Lojl, b. iv. /. 879. 

More had he faid, but, fearful of her ftay. 

The ftarry guardian drove his charge away, 

To fome freih pafture. Dr S^- 

Our guardian angel faw them where they late 
Above the palace of. our flumb’ring king ; 

He figh’d, abandoning his charge to fate. . Dryden. 

This^part Ihould be the governour’s principal care; that an 
habitual gracefulnefs and politenefs, in all his carriage, may be 
fettled in his charge, as much as may be, before he goes out of 

his hands. . ' Lcch - 

An exhortation of a judge to a jury. 

Expence; coft. _ 

Being long fince made weary with the huge charge, which 
you have laid upon us, and with the ftrong endurance of fo 
many complaints. Spenfer on I? eland. 

Their charge was always born by the queen, and duly paid 
out of the exchequer. Bacon s Advice to I illiers . 

Witnefs this army of fuch mafs and charge , 

Led by a delicate and tender prince. Shakefp. Hamlet. 

He liv’d as kings retire, though more at large, 

From publick bufinefs, yet of equal charge. Dryden. 

1 1. It is, in later times, commonly ufed in the plural, charges. 

A man ought warily to begin charges, which, once begun, 
will continue. Bacon’s EJfays. 

Ne’er put yourfelf to charges, to complain 

Of wrong, which heretofore you did fuftain. Dryden. 

The laft pope was at confiderable charges, to make a little 
kind of harbour in this place. Addifon on Italy. 

17 . Onfet. 

And giving a charge upon their enemies, like lions, they flew 
eleven thoufand footmen, and fixteen hundred horfemen, and 
put all the others to flight. 2 Macc, xi. 1 1. 

Honourable retreats are no Ways inferiour to brave charges ; 
as having lefs of fortune, more of difeipline, and as much of 
valour. Bacon’s War with Spain * 

13. The fignal to fall upon enemies. 

Our author feems to found a charge , and begins like the 
clangour of a trumpet. Dryden . 

14. The pofture of a weapon fitted for the attack or combat. 

Their neighing courfers, daring of the fpur. 

Their armed ftaves in charge, their beavers down. 

Shakejp. Henry IV . p. ii. 

15. The quantity of powder and ball put into a gun. 

1 6. Among farriers. 

Charge is a preparation, or a fort of ointment, of theconfif- 
tence of a thick decodfion, which is applied to the {houlder- 
jplaits, inflammations, and fprains of horfes. 

A charge is of a middle nature, between an ointment and 
a plaifter, or between a plaifter and a cataplafm. 

Farrier’s Dift . 

17. In heraldry. 

1 he charge is that which is born upon the colour, except it 
be a coat divided only by partition. Peacharn . 

ChaRgeable. adj. [from charge .] 

1. Expenfive; coftly. 

Divers bulwarks were demolifhed upon the fea coafts, in 
peace chargeable, and little ferviceable in war. Hayward. 

Neither did we eat any man s bread for nought, but wrought 
with labour and travel night and day, that we might not^be 
chargeable to any of you. 2 Thejf. iii. 9. 

I heie v as another accident of the fame nature on the Sici- 
lian fide, much more pleafant, but lefs chargeable ; for it coft no- 
thing but wit. Wotton. 

Considering the chargeable methods of their education, their 
numerous iflue, and {mall income, it is next to a miracle, that 
no more of their children fhould want. Atterburv 

2. Imputable, as a debt or crime. 

Nothing can be a reafonable ground of clefpifing a man, but 
lome fault or other chargeable upon him. South 

3. Subjeft to charge or accufation ; accufable. 

. X our P a Pc rs would be chargeable with fomething worfethan 
mcelicacy ; they would be immoral. Speftator , N Q 286 

cofflinea ELENESS ' *' f ■ [tr ° m *"*“*■] Ex P c A; coil j 

That which moft deters me from fuch trials, is not their 
£***’> but the,r “nfatisfaflorinefs, though they fhould 

Boyle. 
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He procured it not with his money, but by his wifdom • nof- 
b ° U£ht ^ Him > but lib -% given by oth^rsby his 
Ch a'rg ER . „.f rf rom charge ] A krge /g iam ’ s Schoolmajlor. 

jj pnn , A • A11 ^tributes land and Tea affords, 

in great chargers, load our fumptuous boards. 

Denham. 
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This golden charger , fnatch’d from burning Troy, 
Anchifes did in Sacrifice employ. Dryden s /Eneid. 

Ev’11 Lamb him felf, at the moft folemn feaft. 

Might have fome chargers not exactly drefs’d. 

King’s Art of Cookery. 

Nor dare they clofe their eyes. 

Void of a bulky charger near their lips, 

With which in often interrupted fieep. 

Their frying blood compels to irrigate 
Their dry furr’d tongues. Philips . 

ChaRily. adv. [from chary.] Warily; frugally. 

ChaRiness. n.f [from chary.] Caution; nicety; fcrupulouf- 
nefs. 

I will confent to acf any villainy againft him, that may not 
fully the charinefs of our honefty. Shak. Merry W. of II indfor . 
CHA'RIOT. n.f \_car-rbod, Welch, a wheeled car; for it is 
known the Britons fought in fuch ; charnot , Fr. carretta , Ital. J 

1. A carriage of pleafure, or ftate. 

Thy grand captain Antony 
Shall fet thee on triumphant chariots, and 
Put garlands on thy head. Shakefp. Antony and Cleopatra* 
He fldms the liquid plains. 

High on his chariot , and with loofen’d reins, 

Majeftick moves along. Dryden’ s /Eneid* 

2. A car in which men of arms were anciently placed. 

3. A lighter kind of coach with only back feats. 

To ChaRiot. v. a. [from the noun.] To convey in a chariot. 
This word is rarely ufed. 

An angel all in flames afeended 
As in a firy column charioting 

His godlike prefence. Milton’s Agonijles. 

CharioteRr. n.f. [from chariot.] He that drives the chariot. 
It is ufed only in fpeaking of military chariots, and thofe in 
the ancient publick games. 

The gafping charioteer beneath the wheel 
Of his own car. Dryden’ s Fables. 

The burning chariot, and the charioteer. 

In bright Bootes and his wane appear. Addifon on Italy . 

Show us the youthful handfome charioteer , 

Firm in his feat, and running his career. Prior . 

Chariot race, n.f [from chariot and race.] A fport anci- 
ently ufed, where chariots were driven for the prize, as now 
horfes run. 

There is a wonderful vigour and fpirit in the defeription of 
the horfe and chariotrace. Addifon on the Georgicks'. 

ChaRitable. adj. [ charitable , Fr. from charite.] 

1, Kind in giving alms; liberal to the poor. 

He that hinders a charitable perfon from giving alms to a 
poor man, is tied to reftitution, if he hindered him by fraud 
or violence. Taylor’s Holy Living. 

Shortly thou wilt behold me poor, and kneeling 
Before thy charitable door for bread. Rowe’s Jane Shore . 
How fhall we then wifh, that it might be allowed us to live 
over our lives again, in order to fill every minute of them with 
charitable offices ! Atterbury . 

Health to himfelf, and to his infants bread 
The lab’rer bears : what his hard heart denies, 

^His charitable vanity fupplies. Pope. 

2. Kind in judging of 'others ; difpofed to tendernefs ; benevo-^ 
lent. 

.. Dow had you been my friends elfe ? Why have you that cha- 
ritable title from thoufands, did you not chiefly belong to mv 

hc ^ ? 1* • 1 r , Shakejp. Timon . 

. a P°htick fermon that had no divinity, the kino- faid to 
biftiop Andrews, Call you this a fermon ? The bi£hop°anfwer- 
ed ; By a charitable conftruiftion it may be a fermon. Bacon. 
Charitably, adv. [from charity.] 

1. Kindly ; liberally ; with inclination to help the poor. 

2. Benevolently; without malignity. 

. Notllin § more enabIe us ^ bear our crofs patiently, in- 
juries charitably, and the labour of religion comfortably. 

,-p- 1 n r . Taylor’s Guide to Devotion . 

i is belt fometimes your cenfure to reftrain, 

chaAiVyT^ r*/ th :A n be , vain - P H S Cr ‘ tki f™~ 

^ AA . ^ ^ * n J' V c ^ ayiic -> r * char itas, Lat.l 
1. lendernefs; kindnefs; love. 

By thee, 

rounded in reafon, loyal, juft, and pure*, 

Relations dear, and all the charities 
Of father, fon, and bi other, firft were known. 

Goodwill , bencvoUnce i n A'olofcrf 

others may more eafily excufe. Dryden’ s Rcligio Laid, °Prlc 
I he theological virtue of univerfiil love. ^ ^ 

Concerning charity, the final obiedl whereof ic tha f * 

“ *• ~gy-,"(S 3 c 

Peace, peace, forfliame, if not for charitfd' ’ P ' 3S ‘ 
— Urge neither charity nor fhame to me • 

Uncharitably with me have you dealt. Shakefp. Richer dm. 

Only 
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